Young people’s forum
3/10/10
Staff: Catherine, Suzanne, Lisa, Jill and Simon
Young people: Colm, Anthony, Yvonne, Jolene, Dawn, Stephanie
Agenda
· Newsbulletin, fundraising update and newsletter
· Sports equipment 
· Group evaluation 
Newsbulletin, fundraising update and newletter
Group discussed the budget to be announced on 20th October. How does this affect us?
· Tax on smoking, drinking, going out, petrol, oil/gas and heating
· Benefits
· Water charges-buy water
· Cost of food
· Changes to NHS/Education?

How can MACS make savings?
· Photocopies
· Recycle
· Printing
· Phones/internet- everyone said Macs phones should be O2
· No post sent out- use MACS facebook
· Move to cheaper building/share
· Free activities
· Make own food instead of buying

Suzanne discussed the draft standards for young adults in supported accommodation
· Living in safe places
· Good organizations-staff qualified/staff experienced
Draft comes under 4 headings
· Quality of care and support
· Quality of physical environment
· Quality of staff, management leadership
· Quality of assurance and monitoring
Fundraising- update on Big Lotto. 
· 4 trainee posts, 3 f/t posts
Suzanne will keep us up to date with information
Newsletter
· 4 young people volunteered to help Jill and Lisa with the newletter on 10/11/10 2-4pm in L/C. It is Colm’s birthday!!
· Use e mail, facebook, website to promote and hard copies in the offices
Topics for newsletter: gossip reporter, jokes, quotes, recipes, fashion, what’s on- events calendar, y.p’s stories-celebrations

Sports Equipment
Group split into 2 groups to discuss what should be in the individual sports bag
Group 1
· Football-gloves, shin guards,football,socks,boots
· Swimming-cap,goggles, sock, nose clip,ear plugs
· Snooker/pool-cue, chalk,extension
· Fitness-dvds, exercise ball, wrist/ankle weights, exercise mat,water bottle,free weights, skipping rope
· Boxing 
· Reflective gear
· Helmets
· Gum shields-rubgy
· GAA sports
Group 2
· Dance-leggings,long t shirt,comfortable shoes
· Football-shorts,boots,t shirts
· Horse-riding-helmet,boots,riding clothes
· Swimming-shorts, swim suit,googles, cap
· Toiletry bag-shampoo, shower gel, deodorant, towels
· Dvds- dance, Davina McCall
· Yoga-dvd, mat, pilates, water bottle
· Tennis-racket, balls
· Basket ball hoop,ball
· Trainers,socks,pedometer 


Group
Young people discussed groups:
· People aren’t showing up
· Not told group is on
· Not everyone comes into office to see posters
· Want groups with Dpk/Belfast young people
· Not in service(s) long enough to feel comfortable to come

Planner for the year
· Events have to take place! Badminton to take place!
· Dpk would like to come to Belfast groups
· Activities are something we want to do
· Phone or text before groups
· Support to get to groups
· Copy of planner

Tuesday/Thursday night group
· Knew when group was on-every 2  wks
· Routine
· People came to have fun, talk, see people you don’t see
· Fundraise for money to fund group
· Plan for every 2 wks-cooking,baking,dance,trampoline
· Seasonal events-halloween, xmas, easter 

Close/evaluation 
Ideas for next forum
· All young people would like MACS facebook/o2 connection for staff mobiles
What would you change?
· Have more people
· Nothingx2
· Wouldn’t change anything

What did you enjoy the most?
· It was fun x3
· Learned more about other young people
· It was generally enjoyable
Will you come to next forum?
· All young people will come to next forum

All young people given the date of next forum 09/01/11 in DPK office 11-3pm. 
However as this is at the beginning of the month and New Year staff were not sure if date should be moved back to the following weekend.
Can staff give feedback to participation meeting or to their team. Participation meeting Tuesday 9th November 3-5pm
